
Pupil of  the Month - Love 
Congratulations to our winners of  February’s pupil of  the month! The target was Love, so 
we were looking for children who had shown care, love and kindness throughout the 
month. 

The target for March is Creativity! We can’t wait to see who the winners are.  

Lexia Certificates 
Congratulations to the children pictured below for achieving their targets and moving to 
the next level in the Lexia programme. 
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DIARY DATES 

Mon 17 March 
School closed - St 
Patrick's Day - EA 
non-operational day 

Sat 22 March        
PTA Table Quiz 
7:30pm in the 
Community Centre 

Fri 11 April       
School closes at 
12:00 noon for 
Easter Holidays 

Mon 28 April     
School reopens for 
the summer term 

Mon 5 May            
Bank Holiday - 
school closed 

Wed 7 & Thurs 8 May  
School Photos - 
more info in due 
course  

Mon 26 & Tues 27 
May Bank Holiday 
weekend - school 
closed both days 

Mon 30 June     
School closes at 12 
noon for the summer 
holidays
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Football Update 
A huge well done to our footballers who took part in a 
tournament at Bluebell yesterday. They played against Moira PS 
and whilst the match was lost 4:2 it was still a thrilling game to 
watch. The boys were down 2:0 in the first half, but by half  time 
they had equalised 2:2. Despite great pressure from Maghaberry 
and a few close misses, the other team won with a couple of  
lucky goals. Our boys really did us proud!  

 

World Book Day 
This Thursday (6th March 2025) is World 
Book Day! As you know we will be 
celebrating in school by dressing up as 
your favourite book character for the day. 
Pupils will also be doing lots of  fun book 
and reading related activities in class. All to 
promote and celebrate the power of  
reading! We look forward to seeing the 
children on Thursday morning. 

Information for P6 
Parents regarding Transfer to Post-Primary School 
The Department of  Education has produced a document providing advice to parents of  
children in P6 on the post-primary transfer process.  The purpose of  this document is to 
ensure that parents receive timely information about the range of  issues they need to 
take into account when making important decisions about the next stage in their child’s 
education. Parents of  children in P6 can follow the link below to access this document. 
A paper copy can be requested from the school office. 

https://maghaberryps.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Advice-for-P6-
Parents-January-2025.pdf   

Attendance 
At Maghaberry Primary School we are committed to maintaining high levels of  
attendance and punctuality. You will find a copy of  the Department of  Education’s “Miss 
School, Miss Out” leaflet via the link below. It makes interesting reading and highlights the advantages on 
maintaining your child’s attendance at school. I would encourage all parents/carers to read this document. 

https://maghaberryps.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Miss-School-Miss-Out-Leaflet.pdf   

Whilst there may be factors that can, from time to time, impact a child's attendance (such as sickness); regular, 
punctual attendance, ensures that your child gets the best possible outcomes in school. If  there are any 
challenges or difficulties, that may be impacting your child's attendance at school, please speak to your class 
teacher as early as possible, so that we can try to resolve these together.  

Please note that if  your child is absent from school, you must inform the school of  the reason for this absence. 

During the school year we may write to parents if  their child’s attendance drops below 90% and we in some 
circumstances may be obliged to inform the Education Welfare Officer if  attendance falls below 85%. 
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100% attendance Excellent 0 days missed

95% attendance Satisfactory 9 days missed - 1 week 4 days of lost learning

90% attendance Poor 19 days missed - 3 weeks 4 days of lost learning

85% attendance Very poor/unacceptable 28 days missed - 5 weeks 3 days of lost learning

80% attendance Unacceptable 38 days missed - 7 weeks 3 days of lost learning
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Morning Arrivals 
The window for arrivals each morning is 8:50am to 9:05am. This window is to help with traffic congestion 
during this busy 15 minutes. Please aim to have you child at school before 9:05am. After this time doors are 
locked and pupils arriving should enter through the main front door. 

PTA  Updates 
Please see below for a new section of  the newsletter dedicated to PTA news and information. Take take some 

time to read this! ⬇  SEE BELOW ⬇  

School Website Photos 

Most of  our classes have photos available to view on the school website. 
These galleries have been somewhat unreliable and we are looking into a 
resolution. However if  you are having trouble accessing photos one possible 
solution is to tap/click the refresh icon in the top right corner of  the gallery - 
this sometimes works.  

Board of  Governors 
Our newly reconstituted Board of  Governors met for the first time recently. We are looking forward to working 
together in the years ahead to make the school the best it can be for our children. The Governors consist of: 

Transferor Representatives:	 	 	 Education Authority Representatives:	  

Mr John Watson (Chairperson)	 	 George Ellis (Vice-chairperson) 

Rev. Paul McAdam	 	 	 	 Mrs Lynsey Piotrowska 

Dr. Andrew Curry 

Alderman James Tinsley	 	 	 Parent Representatives: 

	 	 	 	 	 	 Mr Paul Montgomery 

Teacher Representative:	 	 	 Mr Kyle McCarthy 

Mrs Ruth Millar	 	 	 	  

Principal/Secretary to the Board of  Governors: Mr David Spratt 
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Join Us at the Lisburn Fun Run! 
Get active and have fun while supporting our school! Whether you're

running, walking, or cheering, it’s a great way to be part of our
community. 

Keep an eye out for how to register through the school app.

NEWS MAGHABERRY PS
PTA

                                                                            Who We Are
Welcome to the first ever Maghaberry Primary School PTA newsletter! We are a small, dedicated group of parents and

teachers who regularly team up to boost our school community and funding with a range of fundraising events and
social shindigs to sprinkle some extra magic for our students and staff. 

Our mission? To jazz up every child's educational journey, foster a tight-knit community, and keep Maghaberry Primary
School buzzing with warmth and excitement! 

Get in touch 

Upcoming events

10th March 2025 - 
PTA meeting

22nd March 2025 - 
Table Quiz

12th June 2025 -
Summer Fair 

18th June 2025 -
 Lisburn Fun Run

                                                  How YOU Can Help
Join the PTA and attend 1 meeting per month to discuss new fundraising ideas.
Join our Friends of the PTA group and commit to giving half an hour of your time at PTA fundraising events.
Join the Maghaberry PTA facebook group to stay up to date with new initiatives.
Contact us if you have a business that would like to help in any way by providing sponsorship or prizes for
raffles.

 Helen - 07867471981

 Join Us for a Fun-filled PTA Table Quiz!

Test your knowledge, enjoy great company,
and help raise funds for our school! 

 Date: Saturday 22nd March 2025
 Time: 7.30pm

 Location: Maghaberry Community Centre

When the PTA met the school council
Hannah and Helen, from the PTA recently met with
the School Council to discuss the potential benefits
of new playground equipment. During the meeting,

the School Council presented a well-prepared
PowerPoint, showcasing how the new equipment

would enhance outdoor play and support the
children’s development. Their thorough preparation
and clear vision made a strong case for the need. As

a result of this productive discussion, the PTA is
delighted to contribute £2000 towards purchasing
the new outdoor equipment, helping to create an

even better playground experience for all students.

maghaberrypspta@hotmail.com
www.maghaberryps.com/pta
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Our school code: 0504
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